
28 WEDDING PLANNER MAGAZINE

INDUSTRY BEST PRACTICES

“The Big White Book of Weddings by David Tutera [is my fa-
vorite] due to the ease of the read and [that] the book has more 
text than pictures. I am a visual person, but when selecting 
a book to help me with a business question, I look for details 
within the print, not from a photo. My question to David is: Do 
you persuade your clients away from current trends?”
- LISA KENWARD, PWP™, LISA KENWARD EVENTS, HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C.

“My all-time favorite business book is The Art of the Start 
by Guy Kawasaki, because his wonderful observations about 
starting a business were invaluable to me when I started mine. 
The question I would ask him is, ‘How can you incorporate your 
long-term goals into your day-to-day activities?’”
- LINDSAY BARROWS RUGGIERI, CUSTOM LOVE GIFTS, EVENTS, AND PRINTS, 
KNOXVILLE, TENN.
 
“My favorite business book is by Marley Majcher’s But Are You 
Making Any Money? Stop Being Busy and Start Creating Cash.
The question I would ask her is, ‘Have you ever considered 
being a Stand Up Comedian? You are hella funny!’”
- MONIQUE HOGAN, MONIQUE HOGAN WEDDINGS AND SPECIAL EVENTS, 
MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIF.

“Profit First: A Simple System to Transform Your Business from a 
Cash‑Eating Monster to a Money Making Machine by Mike Michalowicz. 
This book helped me so much. As owners, we tend to pay ourselves last, 
then we work 80-plus hours on the business, making it successful and 
wondering why we have nothing to show for it. He talks about how the 
successful companies are not the big ones necessarily but the ones that are 
debt-free with money in the bank. I would ask Mike to spend the day with 
me going over my books, help me look for other ways to improve how we 
do things. A day with Mike would really be helpful.”
- COLLEEN BAUER, FAIRY GODMOTHER—A WEDDING AND EVENT COMPANY, 
BAKERSFIELD, CALIF.

“My absolute favorite business book right now is Crush It! by 
Gary Vaynerchuck. He has endless positivity, energy, enthu-
siasm, and lots and lots of great advice for using social media 
to connect with your audience/customer base. It’s best to listen 
to him on audiobook, since he is so much fun! My question to 
Gary: ‘Will you allow me to submit a proposal for your upcom-
ing company’s holiday party?’”
- DAVII MANDEL, MI CHICAS CELEBRATIONS, SPRING VALLEY, N.Y.

“I have several favorite business books. I have mentioned Good 
To Great by Jim Collins here before. Another of his books is 
also in a top choice, Built to Last. I would love to ask [the au-
thor] to define the top 10 things that event producers could do 
differently to take their businesses from good to great.”
- MERRYL BROWN, MA, CWP™, MERRYL BROWN EVENTS, SANTA BARBARA, CALIF.

“[My] favorite all-time business book [is] Making Successful 
Presentations—Self-Teaching Guide by Terry C. Smith. [It] helps 
you plan, organize, develop, and deliver a presentation that 
keeps your audience attentive and puts you and your company 
in the best possible light. [My] question for the author is: ‘Do you 
think it would be advantageous to start your presentation with a 
good joke? Do you think this would captivate your audience, and 
encourage them to continue listening to your presentation?’”
- ANNAMARIE WINTERCORN, MWP™, ELEGANT WEDDINGS AND EVENTS, 
STUART, FLA.

“My one book I recently read was [Improve Your Odds:] The 
Four Pillars of Business Success. This book starts with you, as 
the business owner, understanding why you are doing what 
you are doing, helps you to take risks that other business own-
ers in your field have not taken so you are not a follower but a 
leader. I learned a lot about myself and what I desire for my 
business. …This book encouraged me to go beyond the natural, 
go beyond where I am today, and strive for better. I would love 
to ask the author, Alan Young, ‘Would you recommend small 
and large business owners read your book before starting their 
business?’ I find it helpful especially if a business owner wants 
to know the tips to help them do better starting off.” 
- STEPHANIE WHITE, AMOROUS WEDDINGS AND EVENTS BY STEPHANIE LLC, 
MESA, ARIZ.

“My favorite business book is You Are a Badass 
by Jen Sincero. It is a book that motivates you 
not only in business but in all aspects of your life. 
Her words push you to take that scary step and 
work for yourself. Her words encourage you to 
believe in yourself, think only positively, and do 
what you love! This book changed my life in so 

many ways I can’t count them—all amazing! I did get the chance 
to meet Jen Sincero, and it felt like meeting an old friend.  If I 
meet her again I would ask her to get a glass of wine!”
- CAROLYN O’BRIEN, CREATIVE CELEBRATIONS, LAKE OSWEGO, ORE.

“One of my favorite business books is Dear Preston: Doing Business 
With Our Hearts: A Practical and Friendly Guide to Running Your Own 
Creative Service Business. What I would ask the author, Preston Bailey, 
[is], ‘In this ever-changing [world], what is the hottest and newest business 
trend, and how do you change with it and keep true to your own style?’” 
- BRIAN JOYCE, FLOURISH FLORAL PRODUCTIONS, WINTER PARK, FLA.

“My favorite book [is] Wedding Planning & Management [by] 
Maggie Daniels & Carrie Loveless. [I would ask why] in the 
section ‘Consultant in Action,’ there are no correct results as to 
What Would You Do?”  
- MICKI KOUMENT, ALWAYS$FOREVER EVENTS QUEENS, NEW YORK CITY

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE BUSINESS BOOK,  
AND WHAT IS THE ONE QUESTION YOU WOULD ASK ITS AUTHOR IF GIVEN THE CHANCE?




